
 
 
 
 
 
Rallying a Global Movement to Fight Cancer 
By Albert Bourla 
 
In the United States and many other high income countries, the story of cancer is one of progress and 
hope. Over the past approximately two decades, thanks to early detection, research, new treatment and 
patient empowerment, the death rate from cancer in the U.S. has declined about 25 percent.1 Many cancer 
patients are living longer, better lives as they celebrate survivorship and find solace in solidarity. 
  
But in low and middle income countries around the world, the cancer experience is decidedly different.  
  
Along with other non-communicable diseases (NCDs), including cardiovascular disease, chronic 
respiratory disease and diabetes, cancer disproportionately impacts the developing world, devastating 
families and communities. Western habits, including unhealthy diets and less active lifestyles, are largely to 
blame for the rise in NCDs. But without adequate healthcare resources, infrastructure and professional 
support, NCDs threaten to crush already vulnerable health systems in the developing world and set back 
many positive global health gains. 
  
At Pfizer, we believe that our industry has an obligation to harness our resources to bring more equitable 
care to people in communities worldwide. That’s why we’re working with our industry peers and global 
health partners to address the spectrum of healthcare barriers for people in developing countries. 
  
Earlier this year, we joined 21 other biopharmaceutical companies to launch Access Accelerated, an 
initiative to help achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal target to reduce deaths from 
NCDs by one-third by 2030. Along with the World Bank Group and the Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC), the coalition is launching learning programs in low and lower-middle income countries 
intended to evaluate local barriers to health access and develop strategies for advancing NCD care.  
 
Through the Pfizer Foundation,2 for example, we are funding programs focused on improving access to 
oncology care and services around the world. In Peru, the international non-profit PATH and local 
organizations have created a community-based breast cancer program that takes an evidence-based 
approach to early detection at the community level and combines it with triage and diagnostic services at 
the network level. With our support, we’re pleased that PATH plans to reach an additional 115,000 
women, as well as demonstrate sustainability and replicability of a community-based model of early 
detection for breast cancer. Through the Pfizer Foundation’s portfolio of  partnerships, we hope to 
expand healthcare access to women in other communities, including Brazil, Rwanda and Kenya. 
 

                                                        
1 https://www.cancer.org/latest-news/cancer-facts-and-figures-death-rate-down-25-since-1991.html 
2 The Pfizer Foundation is a charitable organization established by Pfizer Inc. It is a separate legal entity 
from Pfizer Inc. with distinct legal restrictions. 
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Recognizing that Africa is becoming one of the world’s hot spots for cancer, we’re also proud to support 
the efforts of Dr. Peter Boyle and the International Prevention Research Institute to raise awareness of 
cancer care disparities in Africa. The organization’s State of Oncology in Africa 2015 report and 90-minute 
film “Cancer is… Attacking Africa” both document the growing health crisis on the continent and offer a 
call to action. Already, patients in Africa do not seek traditional medical help or do so only when their 
cancer is too advanced to cure. And, across the continent, communities lack adequate health professionals, 
treatment centers and treatment. As the population ages and continues to adopt Western diets and habits, 
the situation is only expected to worsen. At the American Society of Clinical Oncology’s Annual Meeting 
this June, iPRI will be presenting its film and a panel discussion on the topic and we hope its efforts 
continue to reverberate through the international community.  
 
As we are reminded every day by the scientists bringing forward new breakthroughs, we are living during 
an incredible time for biomedical research. In oncology, we have learned more in the past two decades 
than all the centuries that have come before. But we also know that the discoveries we make in the lab are 
only part of the solution. As important are the connections we forge outside of it that enable medicines to 
reach people in the most under-resourced communities. On that front, we still have much progress to 
make, but united with our partners we are building a movement of change.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 


