
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Coming Together to Conquer Cancer: How to Turn Promise Into Reality 
By Liz Barrett 
 
In my 20 years working in oncology, I have seen just how unforgiving an enemy cancer can be. But even 
on the toughest days, what continues to motivate me is the belief that we are truly on the cusp of a cure 
for what has long been seen as an inconquerable disease. 
 
Indeed, some experts hypothesize that, in the next 50 years, we could develop functional cures for nearly 
all major diseases. It’s a bold prediction, but one based on the fast-expanding rate of scientific discovery. 
Given that science is moving in quantum leaps, it’s certainly true that humanity could end its most 
devastating diseases this century. But here’s the critical caveat we must remember: We won’t cure cancer, 
or heart disease, or diabetes, or any of the other major diseases, unless we can ensure that healthcare 
policies and partnerships keep up with biomedical progress.  
 
Our challenge is to preserve a culture of innovation – to keep the world’s medicine cabinet as well-stocked 
as ever – but to simultaneously reform our system so that patients today and in the future have access to 
quality care. In my view, there are four key tenets to creating a healthcare system that meets patients’ 
needs: 
 

 Providing all patients access to quality healthcare coverage that includes preventative care, access 
to cost-effective interventions, and comprehensive care for serious conditions; 
 

 Building incentives for prevention-based healthcare that reward people for good health and enable 
providers to manage risk; 

 

 Prioritizing long-term outcomes over short-term gains; and, 
 

 Basing solutions on competitive market principles, for example, enacting policies that spur public 
and private funding for R&D, increase investment in manufacturing, and support regulatory 
reform that reflects the potential of today’s scientific advancements. 

 
Underlying all of this needs to be a greater focus and commitment on partnership. There are great 
examples of interested stakeholders forming partnerships to make progress on some of the most feared 
diseases of our time. Think of Michael Milken and FasterCures, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and the 
pharmaucetical industry and the Lauder Foundation and Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Institute. With those 
partnerships as our model, we must stretch beyond comfort zones and forge collaborations across aisles, 
borders and organizations to achieve better health for all of us, and for those we love. 
 
Finally, we must all remember that cancer is, above all, personal. Over the past decade, Pfizer Oncology 
has treated more than 580,000 patients. And each of them has a story – from the father who was able to 
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walk his daughter down the aisle to the woman who saw her child graduate from college to the sibling 
celebrating her 5th anniversary of being “cancer free.”   

Certainly, while the cost of therapies may not always be cheap, it is far less expensive than the cost of 
disease. We realize the promise of science may call for new levels of thinking, new bonds of trust, and a 
vision with a longer time horizon, but it’s the only way we will be able to extinguish the greatest health 
threat facing humanity. 

 

 

 


