
The Unfamiliar Stage of a Well-Known Disease

Metastatic Breast Cancer: 

1.7 million
BREAST CANCER is the most common cancer in women with nearly

new cases diagnosed each year worldwide1

5-10% OF WOMEN 
present with primary 
metastatic disease at 

initial diagnosis2 

WHILE THE MAJORITY OF 
WOMEN ARE DIAGNOSED 
EARLY, THE RISK OF 

METASTASIS REMAINS

30%
stages of breast cancer progress
TO METASTATIC DISEASE3,4 

What is Metastatic Breast Cancer?
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It occurs when cancer 
spreads to other parts 
of the body, such as:5

Metastatic breast cancer 
is the most advanced stage 

of breast cancer

of BREAST CANCER DEATHs 
are due to the spread 
of the disease to 
other parts of the 
body (metastasis)8

IN 2015, THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED

due to breast cancer globally making 
it a leading cause of cancer death7

560,000  deaths

There is currently no cure for metastatic breast cancer & the goal of

Initial diagnosis at a more advanced stage of the disease, with associated

90%
over

Prognosis:
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Global Status of Metastatic Breast Cancer

New research conducted as part of the  Global Status of mBC Decade Report has revealed substantial 
gaps and areas of improvement in the global metastatic breast cancer landscape, including:11

The need for a greater global focus 
on metastatic breast cancer-specific 
patient support and advocacy 

A lack of public knowledge about metastatic
breast cancer that leads to misperceptions

Gaps in patient and physician conversations
that need to be addressed

Scientific advances for metastatic breast cancer 
that have not kept pace with other cancers

The need to improve global access 
to supportive and palliative care 

?

These findings reinforce the urgent need for change in metastatic breast cancer care, 
patient support, research and the important role that increased disease awareness can play

In developed countries,

UP TO
of women diagnosed with earlier

poorer prognosis, is more common in less developed vs developed countries 9,10

treatment is to prolong survival while maintaining quality of life5,6 

http://www.breastcancervision.com/sites/default/files/GSmBC_FullReport.pdf

