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PFIZER TO PUBLICLY DISCLOSE PAYMENTS TO U.S. PHYSICIANS, 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS AND CLINICAL INVESTIGATORS 

- - -  
Initiative Will be First to Include Payments for Both Clinical 

Development and Product Education  
 
 

NEW YORK, NY, February 9 -- Pfizer Inc today announced its plans 

to make publicly available its compensation of U.S. healthcare 

professionals for consulting, speaking engagements and clinical 

trials.  The disclosure will include payments made to practicing 

U.S. physicians and other healthcare providers, as well as 

principal investigators, major academic institutions and research 

sites for clinical research.  This makes Pfizer the first 

biopharmaceutical company to commit to reporting payments for 

conducting Phase I-IV clinical trials in addition to disclosing 

payments for speaking and consulting.  This disclosure 

demonstrates Pfizer’s commitment to increased transparency and 

public candor. 

 

Pfizer is committing to share this information in order to 

provide greater clarity and understanding of the valuable 

scientific innovations and improved patient care that result from 

these collaborations with healthcare professionals. 

 

“These collaborations are an essential part of medical progress,” 

said Jeffrey B. Kindler, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
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Pfizer.  “Simply put, without these collaborations, Pfizer would 

not be able to continue delivering the medical innovations that 

the global health community has come to expect.”  

 

In 2008, Pfizer collaborated with almost 8,000 clinical 

investigators to conduct more than 280 studies to better 

understand how our medicines can be safely and effectively used 

to the benefit of patients.  Pfizer makes payments to 

investigators and research institutions to compensate them for 

the work done on the company’s behalf.  As part of this 

initiative, Pfizer will ensure that payments are posted in an 

accurate, clear and consistent manner that clearly demonstrates 

the recipient name or institution, the payment made and the 

service provided.  

 

Pfizer’s plans reflect the spirit of recent proposed legislation 

regarding payments to physicians in that it includes payments to 

practicing physicians and other healthcare providers as well as 

to principal investigators and institutions for Phase I-IV 

clinical trials sponsored by Pfizer.  

 

Pfizer plans to publish its first annual online update on 

www.pfizer.com in early 2010.  The report will include payments 

made from July 1, 2009, going forward. 

 

Parameters under consideration include reporting payments to 

recipients whose aggregate amount exceeds $500 in a calendar 

year, including the value of non-monetary items, such as meals, 

that exceed $25 in value.  

 

Specifically, this includes disclosing all payments to: 

 All practicing healthcare providers who can prescribe 

medicines; 

 Major institutions for ongoing clinical trials; and 
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 All principal investigators and other entities for Phase I-

IV clinical trials sponsored by Pfizer beginning after July 

1, 2009. 

 

The payments include those for:  

 Clinical development and commercial consulting; 

 Promotional speaking; 

 Phase I-IV clinical trials; 

 Investigator-initiated research; and 

 Meals and other non-monetary items. 

 

“Pfizer has made an important step forward with this extensive 

disclosure policy.  The release of financial information about 

consulting, education and clinical research activities sets a 

standard for transparency in the pharmaceutical and medical 

device industries,” said Andrew F. Leuchter, M.D., Professor of 

Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences, Associate Dean, David 

Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA.  “I believe policies such as 

these will help restore public confidence in the relationships 

physicians and academic medical centers have with the industry.” 

 

Pfizer is committed to increasing transparency and disclosure of 

activities that relate to the public interest:  

• In 2002, Pfizer began to register its clinical trials on 

the public database www.clinicaltrials.gov.  As of 2008, 

the company registers all clinical trials (Phase I and 

beyond) as well as non-interventional studies with 

prospective data collection.  To date, the company has 

registered more than 1,000 trials.  

• Also in 2002, Pfizer began publicly reporting U.S. 

political contributions.  

• In 2004, Pfizer began publicly posting the results of its 

clinical trials at www.clinicalstudyresults.org.  As of 

2005, results of all patient studies (Phase I and beyond) 

are posted, and starting in 2008, the results of all 

http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/
http://www.pfizer.com/pac
http://www.pfizer.com/pac
http://www.clinicalstudyresults.org/
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 clinical studies, whether in patients or normal volunteers, 

 are posted, as well as the results of prospective 

 observational studies. 

• In December 2006, the company launched a regularly updated 

public website, describing compounds in its drug 

development pipeline and detailing their progress.  

• In April 2007, Pfizer began reporting its FDA post-

marketing commitments relating to the safe and effective 

use of Pfizer medicines.  

• In May, 2008, Pfizer began reporting its non-clinical 

grants and charitable contributions to patient, medical and 

scientific organizations on www.pfizer.com. 

• In September 2008, Pfizer launched its unbranded Medicine 

Safety Web site. 

 

“We are committed to taking the steps necessary to achieve 

greater transparency in our interactions with U.S. healthcare 

professionals,” Mr. Kindler said.  “By disclosing payments to 

physicians, we are breaking down a major barrier and increasing 

the trust healthcare providers must have when prescribing our 

medicines.  To be viewed as an open, candid and transparent 

company, we must address the concerns of our customers and take 

action.  This new initiative does just that.” 

 

About Pfizer Inc 

Pfizer Inc, founded in 1849, is dedicated to better health and 

greater access to health care for people and their valued 

animals. Every day, approximately 81,900 colleagues in more than 

150 countries work to discover, develop, manufacture and deliver 

quality, safe and effective prescription medicines to patients. 
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