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23andMe Announces Agreement with Pfizer Inc. to

Research Genetics of Ulcerative Colitis and Crohn’s Disease

Tuesday, August 12, 2014 - 08:00am

Study Aims To Enroll 10,000 Individuals With Inflammatory Bowel Disease

Mountain View, Calif. –August 12, 2014 – 23andMe, the leading personal genetics company today announced
an agreement with Pfizer Inc. in which the companies will aim to enroll 10,000 people with Inflammatory Bowel
Disease (IBD) in a research initiative designed to explore the genetic factors associated with the onset,
progression, severity and response to treatments for IBD.

Approximately 1.4 million people in the U.S. alone suffer from IBD, according to estimates from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). While IBD is known to be more common in developed countries, the
exact cause of this chronic illness is still unknown and there is no cure.

The collaboration represents an innovative effort for both companies designed to explore the underlying genetics
of IBD and it is hoped that the effort will ultimately lead to potential new or improved treatments for IBD.

“We are excited to team up with Pfizer to take an innovative, consumer-centered approach to try to understand
the fundamentals of inflammatory bowel disease and the variability of treatment response,” said 23andMe CEO
and Co-Founder Anne Wojcicki.

“Pfizer is committed to bringing forward new treatments for patients suffering with IBD,” said Jose Carlos
Gutierrez-Ramos, Senior Vice President, Biotherapeutics Research and Development, Pfizer. “By enhancing our
understanding of the underlying biology of the disease, we hope to better support our clinical research activities
and development programs.”

All study participants will receive 23andMe’s Personal Genome Service® at no cost, including their ancestry
analysis and uninterpreted raw genetic data. 23andMe will recruit individuals who are not current 23andMe
customers and have also been diagnosed with Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis by a qualified physician.
Study participants will need to consent to provide a DNA sample (saliva), answer online surveys, and agree to
share their data with researchers. The study is currently open to U.S. residents only.

To learn more about the study, please visit www.23andMe.com/IBD

About 23andMe
23andMe, Inc. is the leading personal genetics company dedicated to helping individuals understand their own
genetic information through DNA analysis technologies and web-based interactive tools. The company's
Personal Genome Service® enables individuals to gain deeper insights into their ancestry and inherited traits.
The vision for 23andMe is to personalize healthcare by making and supporting meaningful discoveries through
genetic research. 23andMe, Inc., was founded in 2006, and the company is advised by a group of renowned

http://www.23andme.com/IBD


experts in the fields of human genetics, bioinformatics and computer science. More information is available at
www.23andMe.com.
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